END OF THE KING AND OF THE GIRONDE
lest the battle degenerate entirely into a fight between
the haves and the have-nots, he added as an after-
thought: "Do not judge men by their fortune and social
position, but by their character. There are only two
classes: the friends of liberty and equality—the de-
fenders of the poor and oppressed; and the abettors of
injustice and ill-gotten wealth—the tyrannical aristo-
crats." He, furthermore, made the proposal that
working-men who attended the meetings of the sec-
tions, or were called for service on the National Guard,
be reimbursed for the time lost from their work. The
measure, which eventually passed, had a double signifi-
cance. He undoubtedly meant it not only as a means of
combating the bourgeoisie, but likewise the extremists
in his own ranks—the "Enrages and Hebertists. Extrem-
ists, being zealots, would attend meetings when others
would not, hence were able to gain control of many of
the sections, which was not to his liking. A broader
attendance threatened their control. They knew this so
well that, later, they sent a committee to the Conven-
tion to protest against the measure. Robespierre
replied that he saw no reason why men of limited
means, who gave their time to the public cause, should
not be remunerated, the same as he.
The Gironde campaign to gain control of the sec-
tions failed utterly. The working-men had gained too
much political experience. They were in control of
most of the ofl&ces in the sections and had the munici-
pality on their side. One reason why in Italy and Ger-
many the Fascists were able to overcome the Com-
munists and Socialists was that the authorities were
in sympathy with the Fascists. A Communist arrested
during a riot with arms on his person would get a
month in jail; a Fascist, for the same offence, would get
,a week with reprieve. The time was to come when

